













































































































































































































































































































                                                














































































































































































































































































































































































































































                                                
30	Interview,	A’ara,	20	June,	2013.	
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6.	 Conclusion	
The	quiet	encroachment	of	Palestinians	has	been	so	hidden	that	it	could	be	described	as	a	
non-movement,	but	as	Bayat	has	so	vividly	argued,	‘the	story	of	non-movements	is	the	story	
of	agency	in	the	times	of	constraints.	…	[B]y	bypassing	the	rigid	dichotomies	of	
‘active’/‘passive,’	‘individual’/‘collective,’	or	‘civil’/‘political’	resistance	which	have	limited	
our	conceptual	horizons,	[….	we	open	up]	wholly	new	possibilities	to	explore	unnoticed	
social	practices	that	may	in	fact	be	harbinger	of	significant	social	changes’	(Bayat	2010,	p.	
19).	These	testimonies	also	name	names,	and	demonstrate	that	individuals	living	under	
military	occupation,	and	individuals	who	serve	the	military	occupation,	have	agency	and	the	
possibility	of	a	choice	either	to	resist	or	submit.	Neither	the	occupier	nor	the	occupied	are	
solely	the	passive	product	of	power	relations.	We	do	not	conclude	that	no	one	can	be	held	
responsible	for	those	power	relations,	nor	do	we	assume	that,	as	Steinbeck	said,	‘Maybe	
there’s	nobody	to	shoot’	(Hayward	and	Lukes	2008).	Instead,	we	produce	evidence	of	the	
persistence	of	nonviolent	resistance	which	has	been	largely	overlooked	by	scholars.		
The	double	marginalization	of	the	Palestinians	living	in	Israel	is	a	function	of	the	
logic	of	separation	between	Arab	and	Jew,	which	dominated	political	discourse	in	the	period	
between	1948	and	1966,	and	this	logic	has	dominated	the	political	scene	again	since	the	
Oslo	Accords	were	ratified	in	1993	and	1995.	The	experience	of	those	Palestinians	who	lived	
in	Israel	after	1948	fits	awkwardly	with	Israeli	history	and	with	the	history	of	Palestinian	
resistance	to	Israel.	Foucault	emphasizes	the	importance	of	‘making	visible	a	singularity	at	
places	where	there	is	a	temptation	to	invoke	a	historical	constant’	(Foucault	1991,	p.	76).	It	
is	important	to	note,	then,	that	it	was	not	self-evident	that	Jews	and	Arabs	should	live	
separately	(	Robinson	2013,	p.12,	Klein	2014).	A	breach	of	those	self-evidences	on	which	our	
knowledges,	acquiescences,	and	practices	rest	in	relation	to	Israel	and	Palestine,	and	a	new	
focus	on	narratives	that	disrupt	these	artificially	separate	histories,	together	with	an	
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examination	of	their	contradictions	and	rough	edges,	may	reveal	insights	that	help	to	shift	
unhelpfully	binarized	perspectives	in	productive	ways.		
The	retrospective	histories	recounted	in	the	interviews	and	the	Arabic	and	Hebrew	
press	and	monographs	consulted	from	the	period	1948-66	demonstrate	that	Palestinians	
living	as	a	minority	in	Israel	have	persisted	in	identifying	themselves	as	part	of	the	
Palestinian	people.	Yet,	at	the	same	time,	because	of	structural	constraints	they	have	also	
cooperated	with,	and	participated	in,	Israeli	political	and	economic	structures.	Maybe,	this	
position	means	they	are	uniquely	positioned	to	cross	over,	and	even	rise	above,	the	
binarized	oppositions	between	Palestinian	and	Israeli,	Arab	and	Jew	(McDonald	2013,	
pp.231-261).	The	acts	of	everyday	resistance	and	cooperation	carried	out	by	these	
Palestinians,	who	were	subjected	to	conquest	by	the	Israeli	forces	in	1948,	and	have	since	
that	period		been	turned	into	what	can	be	termed	(given	systematic	discrimination)	‘semi-
citizens’,	invite	notice	and	solidarity	from	the	other.	More	research	is	needed	to	identify	
ways	in	which	this	kind	of	resistance	combined	with	cooperation	has	an	impact	on	power	
relations.	Maybe,	a	new	logic	could	emerge	which	would	enable	a	greater	number	of	
Palestinians	and	Israelis	to	identify	with	each	other	and	show	solidarity,	if	not	community,	
on	the	basis	of	shared	values?		
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